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| ABSTRACT: I

Britain faced significant European competition during its

Key Words: efforts to penetrate the Arabian Gulf in the 16th century. It
o British. managed to underpin its influence from the mid-18th century
.. onward, while simultaneously confronting Arab resistance to

* British foreign presence in the Arabian Gulf, acts of piracy and
Protectorate raiding in Gulf waters, in addition to the conflicts and disputes
e Arabian Gulf governing tribal relations among the Gulf sheikhdoms. To

alter this reality and bring it under its control, Britain
relied—out of necessity—on military force and the signing of
e Trucial Coast maritime truce treaties with the Gulf sheikhdoms. These
agreements gradually restricted the sovereign decisions of
these sheikhdoms, ultimately drawing them into complete
subordination to British policy in the region. The Maritime
Truce System exerted a broad and profound influence in
regulating the Gulf sheikhdoms and subjecting them to British
control.

e Truce Treaties
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